training in emergency response and are credentialed to help mount an effective response to a public health emergency. The training includes not only on-site immediate and triaging activities, but also efficient management of victims during transport and initial medical care. Volunteers participate in training exercises and response planning for public health emergencies of various types. Some other countries may have similar opportunities for volunteers concerned about public health emergencies.
Medical physicists are committed to maintaining the safety of patients in their facilities. But their responsibilities extend beyond their facilities and into their communities. For the latter, knowledge of the challenges of a radiological emergency -and how to respond to it -is an essential component of the medical physicist's knowledge and training Dr. William R. Hendee Editor-in-Chief of Medical Physics
